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The  Chinchilla  rahlit  is  of  coiriparaAivcly  recent  origin  and  ma,dc 
its  a.ppcarcjicc  first  in  Erance  and  later  in  Engla.nd,  About  1918  the' 
breed  na-s  brought  to  America,  uhcrc  it  has  become  increasingly  popndar. 
Hardy  and  vigorous,  it  develops  rapidly  from  birth  to  ma.tL'nit3/,  and  can 
be  bred,  successfully  in  almost  any  clina.tc.  Ad  though  attractive  and 
cidiibitcd.  extensively  as  a  shorn  animal,  the  Chinchilla  is  cssontia.lly  a 
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]oounds  at  maturity  is  preferred  by  most  comir.crcia.l  broedurs  for  the  ' rccO-son 
tha.t  it  is  not  only  better  for  roa.sting  but,  a.s  a  breeder,  produces  young 
that  at  eight  weeks  of  age  will  v/cigh  4.  pounds  ca.ch  (2  pounds  dressed). 
This  is  an  essential  combination  if  the  grca.tcst  'orofit  is  to  be  netted.. 


Some  of  the  more  iorogressive  breeders  arc  rcadizing'  that  Chinchillas 
of  larger  size  r/o'cld.  be  more  valmblc  in  all  v/aj^s  for  comiT.crcial  purposes, 
and  ^accordingly  are  attempting  b^"  selective  breeding  to  increase  the  v.^cight 
to  9  pounds  for  bucks  and.  10  pounds  for  docs. 

Fur.  —  T7cll-brod  Chinchilla  rabbits  have  especially  fine  pelts. 

The  fur  is  a.bout  an  inch  long,  thick,  soft,  and  sill^^  in  appca.rancc,  and. 
in  color  resembles  the  wild.  South  American  chinchilla,  in  tha.t  it  is  a 
combination  of  slate,  looarl-gray,  blue,  and  Y/hitc.  The  und.erfur  is  slate- 
blue  at  the  ba.sc;  the  intormodia.tc  portion  is  poarh-gray,  merging  into 


v/hitc;  and  the  end  of  the  hair  is  slightly  tipped  v/ith  blacm.  The  long 
guard  hairs  arc  tipped  with  jet  black  and  sc  .arranged  CiS  to  give  an 
attractivc  r.avy  appearance. 


Chinchilla,  pelts  of  good,  quality  and  color  arc  of  more  than  aver¬ 
age  value  to  the  fur  trade,  since  they  arc  used  in  their  natural  'undjnd 
state  in  the  ma.nuf acturo  of  fur  ga.r.montc  and  trimmings  and  for  other 
purposes.  Mamy  cxaggcra.tod  sta.tcmcnts  reganding  the  value  of  pelts 
have  been  ma.de,  hemever,  and  these  ha.vc  had  an  adverse  effect  on  the  devel¬ 
opment  of  the  rabbit  industry,  rromoters  by  fcaturiag  large  profits  from 
raising  Chinchilla,  rabbits  for  fun’  have  led  the  public  to  believe  that  the 
skins  “'ill  bring  five  times  a.s  mu-ch  as  they  actua.lly  do.  Beginnors  who 
have  thus  been  ind.uecd  to  taicc  up  the  breed  have  been  disappointed  and 
have  learned  from  hand  cnoericncc  that  the  claims  mere  incorrect. 
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The  price  paid  for  CMnchilla  raVoit  polts  depends  largely  upon 
the  quality  of  the  fur  and  the  inan'Dcr  of  sleins  offered  for  sale.  In 
nost  instances  they  "bring  considerahly  more  than  other  ra.hhit  skins,  hut 
Eomctincs,  uhen  only  a  sieall  nuiuhcr  of  pelts  axe  offered,  no  advance 
price  is  realized.  Good  pelts  bring  from  $1.00  to  $3.50  ca.ch  on  the 
rax— fur  nu-rket. 

Breeding.  —  Chinchilla,  rahhits  must  he  hred  for  both  meat  and 
fur  if  a.  suhstantial  profit  is  to  rcs'olt.  illthough  vridcly  advertised 
as  a  f^xr  rahhit,  it  is  doubtful  nhuther  the  Chinchilla,  or  any  other 
breed  can  he  ma.de  to  pay  a  profit  if  ra.iscd  exclusively  for  fur.  Ha.rkct- 
ing  the  meat  is  an  iraportant  factor.  American  breeders  hcivo  been  giving 
considerable  attention  recently  to  color  of  eyes  and  to  too  nails  and  the 
lacing  on  the  front  feet,  ears,  and  taul.  These  qualities,  Tdiilo  of 
■'-night  for  shou  purposes  and  pleasing  to  the  eye  of  the  fancier,  a.dd 
nothing  to  the  va.luc  of  meat  or  pelt. 

Definite  standards  arc  necessary  for  the  general  improvement  of 
the  breed,  but  in  striving  to  attain  a  specific  standard,  the  size  and 
ucight  of  the  animal  and  the  color  and  density  of  the  fur  shoudd  be 
pararao'ant  considerations.  Every  effort  sho'ald  be  made  to  improve  those 
qualities,  and  in  selecting  anima.ls  for  breeding  iTorposcs,  the  larger 
and  better-colored  individuals  only  should  bo  used.  The  size  of  tho 
Chinchilla  can  be  gradually  increased  and  tho  color  of  the  pelt  improved 
by  careful  selection,  breeding,  and  feeding. 


